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New federal report counts nearly 8 million recreation visits in Alaska

Alaska’s national distinction lies in the unmatched scale of the federal landscape supporting
those visits

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — July 2026 — Federally managed lands and waters in Alaska
recorded nearly 8 million recreation visits in fiscal year 2024, according to a new interagency
report released in June.

The FY 2024 Interagency Recreation Visitation Data Report brings together visitation estimates
from federal land and water management agencies nationwide. An Alaska Outdoor Alliance
analysis found 7,853,992 visits to federal recreation sites in Alaska.

The National Park Service accounted for nearly 3.5 million visits. The U.S. Forest Service
reported 1.69 million visits to the Tongass and Chugach national forests, followed by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service with 1.68 million. The Bureau of Land Management reported 809,910
visits, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reported 171,417 visits to Chena River Lakes.

Alaska units also recorded more than 16.7 million recreation activity participations. Sightseeing
led with 7.28 million, followed by 3.03 million hiking, walking and running experiences and 2.9
million interpretation, education and nature-study experiences.

“These numbers confirm the extraordinary scale of Alaska’s outdoor recreation system—and
the importance of the public lands, waters and people who support it,” said Lee Hart,
executive director of the Alaska Outdoor Alliance. “Nearly 8 million visits represent far more
than days spent outside. They support local businesses, strengthen communities and
connect people with Alaska’s landscapes, wildlife, history and cultures.”

The report does not provide a reliable 50-state visitation ranking because several agencies
organize units by region, district or project rather than state. Alaska’s stronger national
distinction is the landscape supporting those visits. Alaska ranks first in total federal land
acreage. Totaling $3.8 billion in economic output, Alaska also ranks second in outdoor
recreation’s share of state GDP, according to 2024 federal data.

Activity participation exceeds total visitation because people often engage in several activities
during one visit. The figures are also conservative: some agencies and units do not collect data
for every activity. The total excludes Alaska State Parks, Tribal and municipal facilities, private
recreation sites and other places outside the federal reporting system.

The Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor Recreation prepared the report in response to the
EXPLORE Act, which calls for more consistent and transparent recreation reporting across
federal agencies.
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